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Department of Philosophy 
University of Missouri 

231 Middlebush Hall 
Columbia, MO 65211, USA. 

 

Tianqin Ren   

Areas of Specialization: Philosophy of Biology, Philosophy of Science. 
Areas of Competence: Epistemology, Bioethics, Logic. 

Education  

PhD in Philosophy, University of Missouri, 2025 (expected.) 
Dissertation: “Evolutionary Functions: Explanation, Teleology, and Normativity” 
Committee: André Ariew (chair), Hannah Rubin, Kenneth Boyce, Rex Cocroft (biology) 

MA in Philosophy, University of Missouri, 2022. 
Theses: “The Problem of Rational Non-Reconsideration”  

First reader: Peter Vallentyne; Second reader: Paul Weirich. 
“Luck, Malfunction and Warranted Belief”  
First reader: Kenneth Boyce; Second reader: Paul Weirich. 

BA in Philosophy, Nanjing University, 2018. 
Thesis: “Causal Exclusion Principle and Downward Causation” 

Advisor: Xingming Hu

Short-term Programs & Visiting:
Bordeaux Summer School – Philosophy in Biology and Medicine, Bordeaux 
Visiting Student, University of California, Berkeley 
Philosophy Summer School in China – Philosophy of Action, Shenzhen 

June 2024 
Spring 2017 

Summer 2016

Employment 
Graduate Instructor, University of Missouri 

Dialogue of Civilizations Program Assistant, Northeastern University 

2018.8-2025.5 

2024.7-8, 2025.6-7 

Papers & Work in Progress 
“Proper Functions as Etiological Functions of Predominant Traits”  

Symposium paper, American Philosophical Association Central Division Meeting, 2025.  
Manuscript in preparation for journal submission. 

“Luck, Malfunction and Warranted Belief”  
Manuscript in preparation for journal submission. 

trznz@missouri.edu 
www.rentianqin.com  

mailto:trznz@missouri.edu
http://www.rentianqin.com/
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Selected Presentations

“Simulating Evolution: How-Possibly Explanations and How They Explain” 
International Society for the History, Philosophy, and Social Studies of Biology 
Biennial Meeting (Porto) 

“Possible Origin of Division of Labor in Multicellular Organisms” (Co-authored) 
Poster, 29th Biennial Meeting of the Philosophy of Science Association (New Orleans)  

“Evolutionary Function and Warranted Belief”  
Philosophy of Science and Epistemology (Hong Kong)  

 “Detaching Normativity from Evolutionary Functions”  
Philosophy of Science Around the World (Online)  

“Units of Selection Question under the Statisticalist View”  
International Society for the History, Philosophy, and Social Studies of Biology 
Biennial Meeting (Toronto) 

July 2025 
 
 

November 2024 
 

June 2024 
 

November 2023 
 

July 2023

Awards
Kline Fellowship ($1000 USD), Department of Philosophy, University of Missouri, 2020, 2022. 

ISHPSSB Travel Award, 2023 ($1000 USD), 2025 ($375 USD). 

Departmental Travel Award ($500 USD), University of Missouri, 2024. 

Graduate Professional Council Conference Presentation Travel Awards ($500 USD), University of 
Missouri, 2024. 

NSF Travel Grant ($375 USD), 2024. 

Teaching 

University of Missouri 
Primary Instructor 
Introductory Bioethics, Fall 2024-Spring 2025. 
Introduction to Philosophy, Spring 2024, Fall 2023 (with TA), Fall 2022. 

Medical Ethics, Spring 2023. 
How to Think: Logic and Reasoning in Everyday Life, Spring 2022. 
 
Teaching Assistant 
How to Think: Logic and Reasoning in Everyday Life, Fall 2021. 
Introduction to Ethics, Fall 2019-Spring 2020. 
Elementary Logic, Spring 2019. 
Introduction to Philosophy, Fall 2018



Updated: March 2025 

 3 

Northeastern University 
Program Assistant  
Dialogue of Civilizations: England and the Scientific Revolutions, Summer 2024, Summer 2025. 

-  Designed and taught lectures on the philosophy of science integrated with experiences in London.  

-  Assisted in organizing trips and visits to historical locations.  

-  Mentored student synthesis projects.  

Teaching Certifications & Workshops:  

How to Interpret Student Feedback Data to Improve Teaching, University of Missouri, 2024.1. 
Innovating with AI in Teaching (Workshop Series), University of Missouri, 2023 Fall. 
Writing Intensive Virtual Faculty Workshop, University of Missouri, 2023.1. 
Online Teaching Certification, University of Missouri, 2021.7. 

Service & Outreach

Minorities and Philosophy Chapter, University of Missouri 
- Recruited members and coordinated executive board elections. 

- Established and organized a mentoring program to connect students. 

- Led a workshop on inclusive syllabus design. 

- Invited guest scholars each semester for talks and informal discussions. 

Missouri High School Ethics Bowl 
- Served as a judge, posing questions and providing feedback.  

- Recruited and trained graduate students to serve as judges.  

- Assisted with event setup and logistics. 

Philosophy of AI Reading Group, University of Missouri 
- Recruited members. 

- Coordinated meeting schedules and discussion topics. 

Philosophy Department Student Union, Nanjing University 
- Organized publicity campaigns to boost student engagement. 

- Directed and participated in visual design for event promotion. 

- Produced and edited promotional photos and videos. 

- Coordinated with social media content management. 

Co-founder, President 
2023.3 - present 

 
 
 

Judge, Moderator 
2023 - 2025 

 
 

Organizer 
2024 Spring - present 

 
Director of Public Relations 

2015-2016 
Public Relations Assistant 

2014-2015 

 

Conference Moderating and Organizing Invited Talks: 
MAP Colloquia Series, University of Missouri  

Elliott Sober's Philosophy of Biology Session, ISHPSSB 2023  
Decision Theory Session, PSA 2022  
Kline Workshop on Ancient Philosophy, University of Missouri  

2023 Fall - present 
July 2023 

November 2022 
October 2019
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Public Writing: 
Contributor, WeChat Public Account Philosophical Analysis in Everyday Issues (in Chinese), 2018-2020 

Original articles: 

- “How to Respond to ‘Debate Me’ Dudes”  

- “Undergraduate Philosophy Majors Should Not Be Cancelled” 

Translation: 

- Justin Weinberg, “Fawning Sycophancy Is Unprofessional, Gross, and if Ongoing, the Professor’s Fault”  

Graduate Coursework 
Philosophy of Science & Logic (broadly construed)  
Philosophy of Biology, Hannah Rubin, Fall 2023 (audit); André Ariew, Spring 2023, Fall 2021. 
Philosophy of Science, André Ariew, Spring 2022; Paul Weirich, Fall 2019. 
Evolution (higher-level undergraduate class in biological sciences), Elizabeth King, Spring 2023 (audit). 
Foundations of Cognitive Science, Gualtiero Piccinini, Spring 2025 (audit). 
Modeling Social Believers, Hannah Rubin, Fall 2024. 
Game Theory, Hannah Rubin, Spring 2024 (audit). 
Decision Theory, Paul Weirich, Fall 2022, Spring 2021 (audit). 
Philosophy of Mind, Andrew Melnyk, Spring 2022. 
Philosophy of Mind & Psychology, Philip Robbins, Spring 2019. 
Advanced Logic, Paul Weirich, Fall 2021. 
Probability & Induction, Paul Weirich, Spring 2020. 

Other Coursework 
Epistemology, Kenneth Boyce, Spring 2020. 
Social & Political Philosophy, Peter Vallentyne, Fall 2021. 
Weakness of the Will and Moral Authority, Peter Vallentyne, Fall 2018.
Philosophy of Language, Claire Horisk, Spring 2019. 
Modern Philosophy, M Folescu, Fall 2019. 
Kant, Robert Johnson, Spring 2019. 
The Empiricists, M Folescu, Fall 2018

Languages 
Mandarin Chinese (native), English (proficient), Japanese (JLPT N1)

References  

Available upon request.

 


