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An Introduction to Ethics
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Course Description

The central goal of this course is to explore fundamental ethical theories and apply the critical
thinking tools used by philosophers to a variety of moral issues. In today’s world, the Internet
has become a major arena for ethical reflection and debate. This class presents a great
opportunity to engage with moral questions in an online environment.

Throughout the course, we will practice setting aside our preconceptions, engaging respectfully
with others, even those who are physically distant or unfamiliar, and managing the emotional
challenges that moral disagreement can bring. You will develop your critical thinking skills
through reading, writing, and discussion in an online format.

This is an asynchronous online course, but weekly tasks are due every Sunday by 11:59 p.m.
You should plan to dedicate approximately 10 hours each week to coursework, and |
recommend setting aside regular times to stay on track.

Learning Outcomes
By the end of the course, you will be able to:

— ldentify and explain key ethical theories.

— Analyze and evaluate moral arguments.

— Apply ethical theories to contemporary moral issues.

— Engage in respectful, informed, and constructive discussion of moral disagreements in an
online setting.

— Communicate your views effectively in writing, using evidence and reasoning to support
your positions.

Contact Information

Instructor: Tiangin Ren

Email: trznz@missouri.edu (Typically reply within 48 hours.)

Office Hours: By appointment. Please send me an email with all the time slots that work for you
over the next 3 days, and we’ll schedule a Zoom meeting.



mailto:trznz@missouri.edu
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Course Resources

All reading materials and lecture slides will be provided on Canvas. Be sure to check the weekly
announcements for details about the plan and required reading for the upcoming week.

Weekly Schedule

Week | Topic All weekly tasks due
Introduction, Philosophical Argumentation Sunday, June 8, 11:59 pm
2 Moral Realism and Moral Non-realism Sunday, June 15, 11:59 pm
3 Divine Command Theory and Natural Law Theory Sunday, June 22, 11:59 pm
4 Consequentialism and Deontology Sunday, June 29, 11:59 pm
5 Virtue Ethics and Care Ethics Sunday, July 6, 11:59 pm
6 Animal Rights Sunday, July 13, 11:59 pm
7 Abortion Sunday, July 20, 11:59 pm
8 Freedom of Speech Sunday, July 27, 11:59 pm
Evaluation

Lecture videos (15%)

Each week, several short lecture videos will be uploaded. You’ll receive credit for completing
the videos and the built-in quizzes included. The video quizzes are completion-based; you will
not be graded based on whether you answered them correctly.

To make sure your progress is tracked, please watch the videos directly from the assignment
page on Canvas.

Quizzes (15%)

Every week, there will be a short quiz to check your understanding of the material.

Quizzes will be open-note and open-slide, but they must be taken using Lockdown Browser,
which helps ensure a fair learning environment by limiting access to search engines or Al tools.
You’re welcome to refer to your notes, just make sure you have them on another device or in
paper form during the quiz.

Your lowest quiz score will be dropped at the end of the semester.

Discussion board (original posts 15% + responses 10%)

Each week, you’ll respond to a discussion prompt on Canvas with your own original post and at
least one thoughtful reply to a classmate’s post.
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Posts will be graded based on: completion (on time), substance (engagement with the question,
class contents, and real-world examples), and respect (toward classmates' ideas).

Feel free to express your views, including disagreements, as long as it's done respectfully. You
will not be graded or judged based on the view you take.

Writing assignments (scaffolding: 5% each, final essay: 10%)

Each week, you’ll complete a short writing assignment to build your skills in clear and critical
writing step by step. Some of these assignments will use Lockdown Browser, which means
you’ll write in a timed setting without access to outside websites or Al tools. You’ll have enough
time to complete the task and will be able to access all necessary course materials (slides,
readings, notes). The goal is to help you practice focused, distraction-free writing.

In the final week, you’ll submit a 3-5 page double-spaced essay based on your earlier writing.
More details, including rubrics, will be provided in the assignment.

Extensions

You have a total of 3 flex days to use throughout the semester. If an assignment is submitted
late by less than 12 hours, 0.5 flex days will be deducted; for 12—24 hours, 1 full flex day will be
deducted; and so on. You do not need to notify me or provide an explanation when using flex
days.

Once you've used all your flex days, late work will no longer be accepted. Possible exceptions
include technical issues, emergencies, or other unexpected circumstances. Please reach out to

me by email as early as possible in such cases. If you know in advance that you'll be unavailable
on certain days, | strongly recommend working ahead.

If you have an ongoing situation that makes meeting deadlines consistently difficult, please let
me know as soon as possible so we can discuss possible accommodations.

LockDown Browser Requirement

This course requires the use of LockDown Browser for quizzes and some assignments.
LockDown Browser will prevent you from accessing other websites or applications; you will be
unable to exit the test until all questions are completed and submitted. We will not use the
webcam feature.

Watch this video to get a basic understanding of LockDown Browser:

https://web.respondus.com/lockdownbrowser-student-video/

Download Instructions
e Select a quiz from the course

e If you have not already installed LockDown Browser, select the link to download the
application and follow the installation instructions


https://web.respondus.com/lockdownbrowser-student-video/
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e Return to the quiz page in a standard browser
e LockDown Browser will launch and the quiz will begin

Note: LockDown Browser only needs to be installed once per computer or device. It will start
automatically from that point forward when a test requires it.

Getting Help
Several resources are available if you encounter problems with LockDown Browser:

e The Windows and Mac versions of LockDown Browser have a "Help Center" button
located on the toolbar. Use the "System & Network Check" to troubleshoot issues.

e Respondus has a Knowledge Base available from support.respondus.com. Select
"LockDown Browser & Respondus Monitor" as the product to view helpful articles.

e If you're still unable to resolve a technical issue with LockDown Browser, go to
support.respondus.com and select "Submit a Ticket". Provide detailed information
about your problem and what steps you took to resolve it.

e If you cannot resolve the problem before the assignment is due, email me to request an
extension.

Al Usage

This course aims to train your skills to critically think, discuss, and write about complex moral
issues, and relying on generative Al can often be an obstacle to that goal. Using artificial
intelligence for classwork is discouraged and should be limited to tasks such as searching,
brainstorming, or proofreading. Rule of thumb: if you can’t legitimately ask your friend to do
something for your work, don’t ask it from an Al. Also, note that generative Al is not always
reliable in terms of facts.

Any use of Al should be indicated in endnotes. If a piece of work is detected to be Al-generated,
you will not receive a grade for it. If you are unsure whether a specific use of Al is allowed,
consult me before using it.

Academic Integrity

Academic integrity is fundamental to the activities and principles of a university. All members of
the academic community must be confident that each person’s work has been responsibly and
honorably acquired, developed, and presented. Any effort to gain an advantage not given to all
students is dishonest whether or not the effort is successful. The academic community regards
breaches of the academic integrity rules as extremely serious matters. Sanctions for such a
breach may include academic sanctions from the instructor, including failing the course for any
violation, to disciplinary sanctions ranging from probation to expulsion. When in doubt about
plagiarism, paraphrasing, quoting, collaboration, or any other form of cheating, consult the
course instructor or the Office of Academic Integrity.



https://oai.missouri.edu/
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If a piece of work is not by your own effort (this includes, but is not limited to, plagiarism,
ghostwriting, or Al-generated content), the work will not receive any grade, and the incident
will be reported to the university.

Feedback for the Instructors

Feedback about this course is always welcome. Feel free to email or talk with me if there are
any suggestions/concerns that you would like to bring to my attention. You may also contact
André Ariew (AriewA@missouri.edu), the Director of Graduate Studies of Philosophy
Department, to address concerns with the instructor. You will have the opportunity to submit
an anonymous evaluation at the end of the course.

Grading Scale

Letter grades will be assigned at the end of the term using the following scale:

A+ 98 and above

A 93 to 97
A- 90 to 92
B+ 87 to 89
B 83 to 86
B- 80 to 82
C+ 77 to0 79
C 73to0 76
C- 70to 72
D 60 to 69
F 59 or below

For statements on Disability Accommodations and Intellectual pluralism, see
https://provost.missouri.edu/faculty-affairs/syllabus-information/.

| reserve the right to change the syllabus, including grading policies, when necessary. Any
changes will be announced via Canvas announcement or email.
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